Know your Local Government

Your Right of
INITIATIVE

This pamphlel &5 ssoed a5 o puhlic servies by The
Shafeek Mader Trustfor the €ommonity Tiicrest The
Trogl i i chamtabde snd cducational oeganication
whose purpsise is by srengthen demneratis pracrices
by peplbe I CurnmumiEs:




WHAT IS AN INITIATIVE?

Lach level of government has e praser L
make Bws which are binding wmoall it cid-
rens. e Uinted States Congross makos
foderal Laws about pational coneems such as
posral services, civil nights, federal taxes,
natioma] defenss and Iabor relations. The State
of Conneoticnt makes lawa of staewide appli-
cation about such divere mallers 45 qualifica-
Hons W operae a moter yehicle, hwardoons
wasle disposal, state (axes mamiage. divone
ard adopuion, and criminal gondoct. Taowns
aril cities, actng drough thair legislstive
hudies, also have the power to pass ordinanccs
applicable W their local communitics, and to
assgss penulies for theie violadag,

In addiien, whiens local law allows, ciizens
themselvey huve Lhe powear [0 pass an ordi-
names by using the petison and referendum
proccss, Mot all subjects can be dealt with by
the petition process, however. For exsnple,

where the home mle chaner presceibes pamicu.

bar mules, a5 for the adoption of a budger, the
process cannat be changed by ordmance. A
chamer chiange would be reguired.  In Wit
chester, the charer alsp stajex that cerlaitn
Lopids oAy not be dealt with be the initiauve
process. They inclade: appointing ar remiw-
ing elfficials or employees of the Town,
sdopuing the antual budget, authorizing the
annual budpel, anthonizing the levy of @xes,
aned figing the Gy rae.

Initiative = a Taw proposed Ly voers
by petition,

RBelorendum = 4 worg called by peabian ar
wlich vOIcE approve or Tojecl 3 law,

YOUR RIGHT OF INITIATIVE

The bome tule charter provides that cloctors
af the “lawt of Winchester retain the important
rght of niiatve to obtain the passage of o
lecal prilinance. Inoedet o start the process,
any clector may file 4 peudon widh the Town
Clerk, Specitio reguirsmients must be steferly
followved, however, befomns Lhe pedition will be
accepred. Any devigtions fmm Lhe meyguine-
mers will result in the petition heing nepected.

..—._:_u formm of te petition muast be one “pre-
seribed or approved” by the clek, so she first
SiCp 18 1 shover e clerk Lhe completed fomm
for advance approwval. before getting the signi-
Trcs.

FORM FOR PETITION

(Mate: all stanamires must be inink or indel-
iBle pencil.

e the underzigned clectons of e n_.__.__:J
of Winchesier, herohy presend thag peti-
tion under the provisicny of te Chater
ol the Town of Winchester initiaring the
following wrdinance.

ifnserr the Ordinanee),
ard wi certaly Uit we are glectors of the
Tewm ol Winchester residing at the ad-
elmeuses kel opeasile our names and that
wi have oo signed this petiion more
than onee,

SiEnare Mumber Slreel

PROCEDIURE FOR PETITION

+ The petition must contain the {ull et
of the proposed ordinamcs,

v It mowst be signod in mkoar indelible
pencil by at least 2% of the gualified
ol

= [tmust he accompanied by affidavits
sigmc amed swore W by each civculator,

« Each page of the petilion muest have a
glatemient, signed wnder the penullies
for false statements that the person win
circulated it is aqualificd clector, and
that heior she was present when each af
Lhe sipess slpned the petitian,

Tt e aldse state alffiomatively that cach
sipmer was knowe (o the person who
eiriulated the petition, or satisfacionily
igdrititied himself or hecself, and that all
the sigrraiuces wers obtained nog mome
tham six mumttes priar o fling of the
pefifinn.

= The name arch acdidress o decleculatar
mnyjst wlso appear on each page.

{¥slce thie petition is filed, the Cleck has 15
davs 1o decide if it i= sufficicnt, 16itas, ol will
he cermified and refereed to the Board of Select-
riert 2t their next meeting, The Baand ol
Selecimen, hen may, within 60 dayz afier e-
ceipt, simply adopt the ordinance afier a pubic
hearing, TF deey do mot, teadiey st call
special towm meeting up be held within 90 divs
of the clerk s certilicativn, {If a repular
cleetion is seheduled wathin thee pexl four
manths, the vobe om the oodinance iiay be
paken af thae cloetion) I onler for the ondi-
DANCE T0 PAass, & Thajnrity consisting of af least
4% ot th clecuors musl voie in favor of it




FORM FOR CIRCULATOR'S
AFFIDAVIT

I

Litchiield County
Slate of Connecticnt

(thrert Neame and Address of Clrenlator),
boing duly swom depose and say that 0
arn an clector ol the Town of Winchester
and that I am the crewlaior of the foreo
ing petition containing [ insert tambet)
slapatires, that cach perom whose
simalure dppears on this

pame sipned the same in porson in my
presenee, thar T either kmowr cach suct
sipmier or that such signer safisfacmonly
ichentslied timself or herself o me, fhat
ey are W sdpnatures of the persomns
whsc names Lhey purport 10 be, and that
Al the =ipmeiures On said pageds) were
obimimes] nolearkier Uian 8ix (8 menths
prioe o the Glitg of 2aid perition;

Signed

Bubseribed and swairm Wy belfore me
this dayaf™ 20

Motary Puldic

Arp page of the perition which does not
Aave the cirewlaror s staterment oy trvalid.
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