Kxvow Your Local GoOVERNMENT

HOME RULE

This pamphlet is issued as 5 pablic servioe by The
Shafeek Mader Tenst for the Community Joserest, The
Tristisgehptableand edue sl oogioazanon whie
P rposE s o srenp Lo democrilic pracices by people
T L L e,




IMosne Bule — Yehat 1t s,

In 1957, Coooectcul wdopted 3 home mils lam which
allonws its 169 mwma wide power W write and adopr
their nwn torme of local goverament crpanization i
they choose b doso, Thic lawe allowy kawns i operals
imeber the general smmees, i e doactadoptheirowin
charters. or under their own home nke charters. A
siypple proceduie i peovided for these towos whoch
chonse to adnpt or tevise home fule chariers,

Suae provisions of state law sl upply 10 ol own
govcmments., however, regurdlass of whethor they
operate uoder s stade siabies or under their el
chitters. These provizions include teles which 10wns,
whutever their fonn of governmant, canmot change,
wheaher of nod the particalsr subjectis addeessed inthe
trramr charter.  Examples includes:

= State laws reguiring public docess o public
rerords;

= Bpaee roles on gualification and admission of
eleciars {volers);

« State stalules providing for the dutizs aod re-
spoataibilings of registrars;

» Sgie moles on absenice yuting and bawrs: of
vnting

v Ba laws defining who may ol in genceal
clections, and

= State lams peohibiting the tupesilion of any tax
which iz pot authorzad by the gencral seoates Lor
1 Iocal commmmuiily 1 [ass.

Tonens Tetzin the authorite o enges booal cofinamees.
They are, however, profibiled from enucong lecal
arid inaneces which conflict wAth the 21256 cons Bntinn o
with yiake Tag:,

Evers iwn in Coanzeticul is required i publish its

ol ercimmes vl spegial 3615 1 permgnent form, to
koepthem o p-ra-date with hicnnial supplzments, sl ko
make themavialible balhe cinens al A reasonable cost
This applics foallcasns, whether ornot the charler 2oy
Al

YWhat Must Be Included In A Charfer?

There are murdatory ¢ lemesils which st ke inclhiided
iy chiarted, Thess clomenes dzal srith the allocstion
af thelegialative snd exscudve poweers, und with Ue es-
tublizhirneait o depureils, buards ond apeneins,

Leziclative Paver

First, the bowog eplé charer st designate whaods
ot as the lagisteties Tody for the tow. This cin
be the lown teeling, oc il may be a council, or a
boawd. of selectmen, aldeemcn, burpesscs oo u
Tepresenturive o mesling. A dowa oy choose
12 uge g ephination of the town mesting (oroep-
resentstive wn meelmg) ond one of - the other
bearls, e creating ashaved legizlative functon.
The: Wincheser wan charter provides hal the
lepgislative body of the own is 3 combinatinn nf a
poow Ty e ting and a boart of scleoimen, wath each
having the powers prascrbed an e charier,

Fxecutive Power

Suconsl, @ biswoe oole charize rst designace srho
15 10 I the chicf cxecntive oftficer for the fewn,
This vun b i flrstsclecim i, i alecled 1 an
appotnled wWwn makager or ancincr chicf axeon-
tive efficer. The Winchesier wem cliames sLaies
et the bl execuliveg olG0C 15 @ inwn managse
whin sercs At the plessare of the Boarfof Salect-
.

Banrils and Commissians

Third, the home mole charer st proside for
cdticers, depurtnents, boaeds, colrmisgicns and
Auencies hatang requincd by the statestabtes. In
additinm, a toan mey have as oy Olher boarss,
sLopur Brss o oM mEsIinng a3 i gants in, naloag

&q the ones Tequinsd by 31218 Jaw are mamtained.
The areshiod of clozden, sppoinbment urorsniza-
o of beerds wod depaninents can nanally be
clrsen orchanged Incally by charler, unless stage
Taw or semethinge by U sale constifotion ax-
presaly probibils s change,

Forms of Town Government

Althugeh there i iych variation amnng tmros within
each form, politoal sctootisty penesully clagsily Con-
NeCHCUL inwm Eovernmenls e g of these fypes.

Selectmen-Town mevling

This i the akivonal government of New Eng-
Eaevil oowens, and the ome which the ceneral siateles
prescribe.  Iooils pune [oein; e thigmember
electad boaed of selectmcn is the excrutive, and
the mwm mocting itsell i U leoislative bady,
Crher offacip 15 and boards are alao elected such g
the cledk, tax eollesior, tressurer Aol boped of
Hnamce, L lowng which siEll operate onder the
pensral Bammntes, bis fonn prevails.

Council-hanqger

The eannzil-mungger lomn bosan eleced sl
tve ody Cuzanlly choses af-large) and an ap-
painted chiefexoentive or ouogmer: Cns couneal-
man may hold the e GO mssor, Bol the mangzcr
s Lhe aathariy to appoing the hesds of depart-
"ments and rither perwnael;

The Winchestor churter hay Peoiures of bedb the
selectmen-town mesting foem and the Sogngil-
oaaneer fonm,

Mayor-Council

Lit thiz Lype of povernment, anclacred mayor iz the
chich pxeopfive, and the lerislusee body iy the
comeil, ofien with the members  elecied from
wands ordisineis ingead ofat-larae. Tinthe "wesk
mEenrt variation, aher sdminiEmive oilicial
may 150 ke plecled, ur appuided by the seanzil,




[n the “seong mavor™ formn, the chicf excoutive
wunsppeinland raonuve ol alinstaive beads,
s miy iy viomn posecr oorer the coumeil.

Can A Town Chonee It Formof (Government?

A wowi i cliange its foem of government by revising
an cadseing charler, by cresing a chiwlere far the first
tirne, or by revokiog anexisting chamer. Thor are toae
wilys the process can he started. Ome is by two-Lhirds
vots nf the logislutive body sehich thed agpodnis a
bigrartizan coourisseo ol [ive 1o fifven members. The
other is by proposal indtiated Fy 10 percent of 1w
clectors. The proposy] may foclude #1680 of spocific
recommendations. The peoposal igrers the apgoint-
ment 0f & charter TEViSE comumissisL

Many own chastors conmina provising which reguires
that & commission be crouted and chamer revicw Son-
duecied af least every sn many years, gezdly Quee o
five. {The Winchester churter does nol have sach apro-
vision,) Unless the appointing authority specifies o
rare, the enmmission hay dxieen owibs i which o
complete itz woek, Public bearings arc required. 1 ibe
appoting anrharity accepts the teporl, the Charker
amcodments mase be puklished o subinitied o an
elechin willon Gfeen moinths of mch appooe.
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