Panel finds Winsted’s LaVoie

violated lawyers’ ethics code
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WIRETED - A local grasens:
paned has cesesinled commaunily
lawyvar Charlene La¥oie viskiied
ethicel slermdords whea she ob-
tnined an affidevil Tromo eler-
datnl Jonn B, Gauger Jro te arge
Tt case gpainst o 510,000 Secwedit
gelevbmen prioded te & retiring
fillee captsin,

Thir prisvance paool's seoullsd
finding ol probalile cause ol
newcl L revisred By Lhe ik !ul-'- oo i
Grievance Paml, The panzl ol
[hin sehedule s bescing wilbin 130
days befors nklog any deck

signe, The process iz open Lo 1he
publie, said Gail 5. Kolewsld,
popngel  te the Joeal pgrieviooe
panel

Peemer mayver Willivm 1L
MeCabe fided Hhe cormgpdlaint with
bl gl'il.:'n.':uu_"e _".:lE.I]E:J. Mov, 1,

MoCabe cfatimest LaWVole so-
gured o affidawit [roer Chnager,
wla was a schechoan then and
T wd a defendant in S lawsilt,

without e consent ef atlerney
Siaphen O Adlaive, wWho wis ref-
resanting the town al the e
e Bules of Usafessionsl an-
duzl giale a lawsmer oot Com

miiieate wilh o defemminnl unless

pormissbon i3 granted by the de
fendant®y allacieis

On Moy, MeCaks recelved &
leteer  from  Kotowski, which
stoted the panel Ffoumd probable
vnuge. that Lavole wviolsted the
Fulcs of  Professional - Cooduet,
e panst b cenprised of three
allorneys and pre lay  persen,
Woborasled sl

I the panel agress o viclabien
eaisdn, LoVl Jkﬂ].r will be iz
sned o reprimand. In niire seri
e cases, sneh as When o el
pal plhease i epmmilted or Tep
ritpands are culmineted, o lesper
riay e disharred. Kobowsid said
Lavade said this 15 first loe 5he
hag gooe through the grigvance
|I._I.II.-E'F.E. . y

TaWoie vesterlay denied she
commitiod  amy violatias. o

gaid whe believes 1he cule does
inake execptivn for puhbiic offi-
ciwls, The purpose of the Tule is Lo
procect  ehenls who e repre-
seqnted from fhe Usklle™ of ulsr
lavnrers,

“ think it weso'l amproper for
me L speal te John, ol -ruiln
Gauger willingly speke to me’
Lavode aaid. “Whal Jubs seaes (0
in kis allidivit were facts of pub
i record. Johno oid e divudge
'3;1:.' gonldenl sl nformation — e
attasted to publie mudbers”

Trneler - parinal  cinoummslamees.
e wrenged party wesld file
crmpliint, Laifale suid Boosuws
ol that, she gueslivesl MeCabe’s
mativations. 1 don’t thiok WMo,
Motabe had Mr. Gouger's inter-
eets ol leart,” she sald e
pubdic can mmke up their owa
mimls ae to the eeasens - N,
pEcCabe Fled (the complaint}."”

Maetiabe, bowever, belisves a
violation oeeurred. Wilhoul over-
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vight of IaVeic's office by the
cilnmunity or a lwsred, MeCale
siid the LIIJI_'|I' svanne of aoppmt-
gbilliy i through whicsl scan.
darde. “The veal azal hers js fo
dizmiiag Ly number nf proundless,
palifically  molivetad Lamesing, ™
* bezeld yeslorday.

Lo 1900, LaVahe Gled a lawsuit

sgaingt the lown on the behali of
resilent Pdtricia Bells ovesr the
SN suppbenoatery retivermont
betelil selectman spproved fr
reticing pelice cagdein rancis J.
INeill in 1591 The suit was dis-
missed in Oclabor becavse o poti-
ton asking for & towe mecting ta
vernsider the pavinsnt wes pever
certifisd by Town Clerk w3 Hiam
T Hiisan,

Cauger's allilarit, deted (il 3,
etates hue presumad "ihe towm
cierk was presecling a n:El'L‘i{Jr-d
petition to the heand |

Tler hearing wis ]'_z]d et 4
The =uit wis dismissal seoeral
deve later,

FKotoweki's lotter nioafes
LaWais's reisons for wnmmun-
cating wild Gouger were ueas

ceptahla,

Allmire, the Tormeor town afler
new, i rel went to eomreent

LaWole bax sinee written o lof
ter to (zouger that staley further
legal action coulil goour 30 Lhe
petitinn {5 nol certified. Gruger,
whix is now mavor, vated Dee. 6
ageinat asking lhe town clock Lo
L:hl'l'l"_-«' Cha petitivi,

I & letier o Town Attoroney
Eevin . Nefligan expliining the
Erievence, MeCabe wrote,  “u
light of Allurocy LaWVole's stated
position on dealing directly acth
defendants iv litgation with the
b, The pelitically partizsan na-
Lt -:ut' ner olfier and her Listory
i suing the foom, the aisenes of
alry wleetoral accoontability o
domnibly  eeorsigkt of hes gf-
fice, the only course of action left
o pratect the righls of towispe
ple was tlue Miling of this griev-
e

TaVole kas served as camumy-
Eity lowwver since 18%0 when zhe
laai over the jull from Ellen K,
Thomas. lHer job iz funded by the
Slaleck Nadar Teust for the
Cormzziianily Tnlcrest:



