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Referendum discussion
canceled at last minute

Iy JOkS BRI e OPIRIEMN
; Caraat Siarr Hwitar

. WINSTED — Selectmen wera ex-
Jemctel Lo siiscuss Thoacsday whethor

Iding budget refersadums vio-
Sles the torsrn chprter, but thement-
g nesser ook place.

CAbout g dozen residents weere |

1bere, bl |_|r||3.I Ihree ol The seven

selecsmen showed up for the Al
Lot sessicnan dne lwenn bandl, Thes rossed-

ing, which had heen called by He-
uhlican r-.".:::,-r_n' William H.
delCabe, wras canceled for lack of a
LI,

Meanswhile Thuraday, rha re-
guired 200 gignatares wore verificd
aann preditions Tided dn he towsen clerl s
office, forcing  Tuesday's budzet
wneeliongg Do andporn o Phes el el
arendum this year on the progosed
T980E-Ba spending plac,

‘Tha peticions wers filad by the
Yinchester Taxpavers Associntion.
wiliich siince 1984 has Toreed hudgal
referendums by petidoning under a
[_I1II'|-'i!'i.iII.'I il Lhes siades shaheles. .
© MeCabe gaid Wednsasday calling
such referendums may violele (he
toarn chacter, mcluding & zection
that says, “The solc power to adopt
Ihe szl Ingekgai ol The Jowen shistl
rest inthe towm of Winchestor ace-
e by ianuial oo budgel mecling
al whiich e elaclors shall wode
upontho budser g5 presented by the
bl of selvdnen

McCabe said W edndsday he
worhd GlTer o emodion of Lk Toars:
cay selectmen's mesting $o hire a
e L et ion ooz G owicsth
or holding a budger referendum vio-
sl Dlee Lovwenn Cluoeler, Tl s Lhe
tiene passed for the stas of the ape-
gial mecting, MoeCabe swid at 5:355
fri, Ul amﬁn;_rjxe. we didn't have &
guoremn for this mecting,

Hut of the-guestlon whather
Baclgel relerendums vieolisle Lhoe
towk chaiter, e faid: "TE 2 oot
seanelhing we arc goingie forgel

aboni” n
MeCiale 2aid e t‘n.l]:-ut EEuE g)uees-
tion on the agaenda foer the July J.“"
selactmen'’s meating, - i

Towm Adtermey Hhaviz B Hﬁhg;m.
wigh an the Thursdey scasion, Sshked
whether budped relerendoms vio-
Tiehis L foe PO ChaTTer, qfll]gﬂ[l :hml,
“1 don’t have an J[.IJIII'IIII o

“The buerdd of selectmon has ol
asked my opinion oo this,” he said.

Charlene LaVole, & lawnyer mepre:
senling the public wh is hired by
the Shafeek hader trust was
among thosewho showel upfarthe
necting, Eagarr

Relerendums ere legal, she Sa1d,
besause “stule law - lakes prece-
diznge gver i |'|:|'.l"'.'\."l1.'| charter.”

Juhm T, Traager 5r, prosisdent of
the taxpayers assoclation, also
plinoest to pttend the mecting, but
declined counimen.

Baosides MeCaba, Democratic Se-
lectiman James A Pelliland Select-
mar Francis 1. O'Neill fr., an wnad-
Iifistbed vouer, showed up. Absent
weare Depncials Mandy P Highbial
Jizbn F. Gaugger Jr. snd Brian W,
Sullivan amd Walier 120 Miller, an
unetiilinted voter.

Siallivan, CGaogger andd-Milor had
worked successfuily to defeat the
Lown budgel ul lwo roferendums
gariiar this waar,

Sullivan had zaid Wednesday of
the “TEzeseday meeting that, "I in
any way, shape or forin thay 1yt
chaliemge: the peaple’s vighe to bave
a referendum, they should resign
their pukalic office,"

The latest budget proposal for
199594, a $E0G million E[J't'ill.ii.l'.lg
plan for ganeral powverniment an
crucntion, calls for a tax inereanse of
.32 mills, or 72 canta for sach
1K of nsscssed properte Ttwill
bie discuzzed at the buaget meaetlng

Tuesday al & pam, in Gilbect Sehool,

The annweal budgat meeting will
:||Jj s Lo g referenczen sesren Lo 14
daws from the date of the mesting.



