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ager; the mghl had simpiy never heen
exeiiisal in the past.
Adier hearing arpoments feom LaWoie

[ wid Town Aliorncy Srankin in niil

December, Litchfield Superior Cuuel
Jucge Anne Dradaginisalissulved Lhe
injunction: the 0w w's pewer slreclure
wils retarned e the status aoe, Dol a
desp ricl remeained, wich town afficials
pcusing LaVale of cxacising purely
pulj::uell. nol  enmmuaity-hased,
el ves

T goverament does err and that
necds to be addressed,” Winsted Mavor
MoeCube concedes. "The problem is, if
vou become so closely involved wilh
stecring and trving to sel ]__l-:_'.]j-:h:_'l-'I hw
cen you he g watchdog vourseli? Yoo
can't be a reforce and also be (he guy
sonting the trachdnwns.

"The [enmameniy Tawyer] posilion
has beecime almost fogdistingulsiwk e
Troms an elecled vlhce.” he adds. "It
allempls o control police.”

La%ode (latly reqecls that allegation.

"The wiy T anwlves il and decide
whather 1o taks something on & not
whetler T agres with 1L pelitically, but
provedurally ' sl save.

Irs the Devve caze, she save, “the char-
fer s ignored. i procedure was vio-
lated and the poople were outraged.”

The otficials’ cnmplaints, she argues,
stem from their fonsteation with beiog
el to e Letter ol lepal progedie,

"The fastidious adherence e proce-
e sanys o lol of people, but it 15 the
phoe st helds our socicty topethen” she
ravs. UWhen you don't follow proce
durc, vou have an unaccouniable goy
ernmeitt, evnical citizens amd g disrup-

| tion of democracy.”

Town selectioan Brinn Selliva, un

Koy Towr 4o Fight Back

Adl thiz griping over the commuoity
Javwever™s proper rale is to b e pes e,
says Cluire Nader,

“Actually, if she [La%oie] dildo'l cone
under criticism, T woold have o wonder
if she's doing her job,” she savs ol
LaVaie.

Svonkin, hnwever, feels the conrmuni-
Ly lwerver™s "hest mobe is edocalional,
wien it lends support, whenics po leal-
g ke charae™
e believes pubiic suppor of TaVoie
1. Ul as sSeong as it might appeas, “Tf
wou arree with her, voo beliave she 35
representing the interests of the coson-
oty he savs. "I vou don't agiee with
her, then no. But it is unpopalar 10 be
vocak about ser hoing suppoative of e
‘community” lawyer”

Only by pedting “'hroad-hased commu-
nity financial involvement™ can aoy
comimunity lawsver progiao be touly pep-
reacntative of the comnnunily, Svonkin
asrarts. Barving wal, he suzpesis hal she
Winated project "adopt stanadanlzs detadl-
ing what Kinds of jssues il believes 1w be
in the cammibnity iabees " sl can touly
be an ovgan of e commeny,

MleCaabier is Blunter, e soys he simply
wants "t call & spade aspade”

"Is it A commumily-Tesel wolfice or o
politically partisan ofliee? he weks, "1
(e projpeet] loubs o s role only gz a
wilhedug, W catoh the bad puvs, then
Lhey are limiting themaslves,™ MeCals:
wanis o soe the offics continue o pio
mie civic awareness ad invalvenent.
*like planiing lrees or the styrofoam
b, wod espand inlo other non-partizan
are, such ws providing lepal assistance
b ey mesidents. Suing the town over
piriisan mullers. he says, is simply not

anlikely ally, having becn al odds with' |
LaWoi on several issues, agrees.
“The curumumity lavwyer kit created a
tremendous smaant ul’r: cummumr:{
siwarencss,” he says. UIL Ras made
selectmen more responsible andd maore
goenunlaile.”
silliven rejecls
s polilics. N
i 't-'lrll"x-Lr. never see her play _F'UI'“FH"-*." ke
says, “T'we hesn on op0&LLE sides of
isrues with her but L lave mo praalilem
wills her. The only pegatives | gee are
politicul figures on he u_ppmllu_s_ndci of
fsnzs Lrying (o el ey dne politics.

the yoticn that Lavoie

cunslmglive, : |

" When asked if her roic :};a.c_,c_rlw_n'r:n
aociety’s lendency to be oveniy Titimaeats,
1 aVuie objects. _

wWie e o sociely of luws and wo prile
ourselves vn that, T den't understand
winat il means —too Hrighoos,” she says.

o dop’t weeept that understaling e

luw necessarily mﬁ.ﬂnﬁi;:{‘lﬂﬁtﬁllrk T;J\:':.b

station,” she adds, “But whe ;

Erewnm against poople who dent under-

stand, v the process ia s.huw.l:l—_whu:h i

i, 50 frequently by public ufﬂm&ﬂx —Yy U

hive to know how t fight back.

LuVoie certainly knows how Lo 41:

that.




