Faovironmental issues hive done the
st o gulvanize Winsled regidents.
Cungern over the uie of foum packaging
by local merchants led residents o
approach the cuEminicy Tawwer's offics
in 1900, and Thomas bogan wurking on
an onlimance, luter compleeed by LaVoie,
prohibiting he use ol polystyrene foam
and polyvinyl chlavidzs in lued eoncatn-
crs within the comumnity. Although
state low [uhade municipalitics o buing
ant oastright bagy on toam packaging il the
pser demonsirated & comprehensive
eifort to recyele the matenal, LaVeoie
samaged W el a town reeyeling ordi
nitnce &0 stiringent that businesses had
liitle chotce but @ give up using e
prodlucts. Lrespite intense lobbying by
the plastics industoy and officials sepre-
senting Lhe Jocal Molhouvald's, the town
cotncil passed the vrdinance, Twoe
weeks  laler, MeDopald’s Corp.
anpounced ts decision L phase oul its
Lot packaging

‘e victory wias @ watershed for many
fledeling commuiity aclivists, suys
Linda Condon, a Winsted resident who
aupporiel the han.

1 gould have made & Toud nuise bt §
prohahly wouldn't bave known the
privper procednre or e proper clan-
nels," she says, “With the communily
lawyer's belp, we simplilied afl this
contusing language and broughl an ordi-
aance to the twn council.”

Residenls pext hecwne concerned
over the Nuclear Tegululuay
Corunission's policy regquiring stales (0
provide sites [ur storage aol dispasul of
ali radioactive waste reoerated wilha
there horders by 1996, They 2lso vanled
1 know mere about the NRC's decigon
jea cdhaelussily Jow-level mdioactive wasic
(described as BRC waste, or “helow
rewilatory poncern)” and paomit its dis-
pusial 0 landfills and the regulur waskc
siream. The commumnly lawver™s ulfice

| researched the :;|1|'|j|:|:t. and Winsted

pasgerl & community resclution baaning
the disposul of siech waste withia i
barders. Lavioie and other cilkaens 1osli-
lied helors the state Department ol
Enviranment] Protection and the legis-
lature ubieer e issue, I July 1991, the
state of Connecticul passedl a law pro

hihiting Lhe declassification of BROC
waste in Camnecticut, challenging the
Niclear Regulatory Comnnission’s puli-
Y.
1 wish every community Trrougisoul
ihe 105 coulld have aceess o such o
posiciul resonee,” savs Comidon, Witk
LaVoie's help, tie novice welivist 15 now
sy wucking on a new project: o peti-
Ll drive oppusing the lowi Recroalion
Department’s application to create a
soceer Deld on the site of an old landtill.

Playing Polities?

loitiatives [ike those have elicited
praise from cilizens and town poverm-
ment alike; indeed, sume local ullicials
wgnld lika 1o see T.aVoin's olfice work-
ing only toward such brosd-based come
musity gouls, and keeping out of whal
transpires in Town Hall.

That fecling came to a head in late
1941, when the Lown was lin ina hatter
dehate pver the fale of the Wewn manapg-
cr, Wiyne Tlove,

After the Winsted Foard of Selectmen
wnted e Gre Dove, vaguely ciiing con-
corns over his perbarmancs, angry citi-
ens, suspecling the muve was based on
hehind-the-scenes palitical deals,
appruached LaVole, She gnnannced the
Farmation of a citizens” group wal began
& petition diive, assering that, ungdler the
twn charter, residents——not the select-
men —had the Goal say on whether he
munager should e dismissed.

LaVoie won o temporicy injunclion
preventing the selectmen fein finzlizcing
Daove’s dismissal and filed for 2 peqmi
nent injunction in Lilchficld Supericr
Comt. She argucd thai since (e he&n
charter divides the lepislative dotics
between Lhe town mecting and the
selectmen, tesidents have the fight to
wite on the dismissal of the lews man-
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