treir vights and 1esponsibilitics as <iti-
rens, whe can staighten vt the dizeyiog
weh of laws and rezulations and cul
throagh the mysterions rituals ol wown
rule to pul povernment hack in their
fands.

“Pely role is o demypstily the lzgal pra-
casy i the charter process so cillzens
cun understund their righls, fosl seome
sort of empowerment wnd have seme
stake in 1he provess,” says Laboie, wlin
has been, Winsled’s commmunity lwer
gince June 1991, when the position was
vaculed by Ellen Thomas, a public-iaier-
est fawyer from Tndiams, Pro-law stu-
dents [nem Noclbwestern Conpeslicul
Community Cullegs, on fic cdpe of
sowrn, il @ full-fioee intern alse assist in
1l odlace,

he concepd of the commie-

nity lawmyer is o slippery
ane: The post iz tntended fo
serue the public interest, but is
endateed by a private fund
with an aclivist agendo,

sy want 1o develup a capahiliy [
people o inilile and anticipale, nol joat
AP, BEYE Claire Mader, director of
the Shafcek Mader Trusi For The
Commuiity Intercsl “Then Lhe people
serf the apenda. ey are ned Jusd res pricned
ing, 1o wn agenda set by waperts ur clecied
oiificials.”

& Ll order, periaps, but in ifs moe
han (frec years in existende. the
Commuiity Lawyer Project oas aken
sajor leape in fulfilliog Mat mandate, I
has felped the citizens of Winsted L
epact a b on foam packiging soncain-
iny chlnrollnorocions, or CHUs; enact
o pesolution banning the disposal ol lov-
lavel adicaclive wasie within the oo
malue cable operalors comply with slale
mandiles e provide puplic-aecess Lela-
vizion and fucilitics W Tha town; and help
a local pnlitical candidate prescrve liis
right to be a write-in candudate on the
slie’s congrasaionil baliv

Through LaYoic's pamphlets and
workshops, dozens of residenls have

earied abowt the workiogs of the lown
charter for the first time, with special
attention aid to e AKlgolery procss.

But critics of the project, echoing
Syonkin, charge thal the commanity
Lnwyer’s qule, which La¥nic defines ag
eatchidoe, woohadsmar, facilituion, ini-
Hatar, edacator and wlvecats,” has
become polilicized. with the walchdng
{upctinn sclipsing more peutral, civie
[unctingnz.

“Diriginally, T had no problem® with
tise oot says Winsted Mayur William
WoCute, who has clashed with Lavhic
an several nocusiang, mgst ootably when
LaVoie challenged the Board of
Selectmen's Tight o fire the twn inan-
ager, “Tut T have goon o fim toweand a
very pantizan amd political office.”

LuWoie contends thul she in molivated
by adherence to procadure, ot politics.

W] have worked cohesively with the
(e wovernment on many different
things,” she says. But, she pdds, “wien
yout bresk 1he rules, Tam going Lo say
sopncthing about i7°

Fledgling Activisis

That view is vinluge Lavoe, who [eft
a civil-rizhis pructics io Willzam
Laviann's Kidgeficld G o assume the
comnunity kwyer position n Juns 1530
and has smived oo the board ul the
Connecaest Civil Liberties Union since
1957.

She brings sn chvieus zeul 1o her
work, wtiending nearly syery wan meel-
g, erzanizing pelition drives, mecting
with concerned cilizens m ber offive ing
restoved ot nene-g3lent mill,

Whien ssked why T.avome was selected
for the position, Claire Nader pespondy
succinctly, “She wasi'tlouking fora jivi
Ghe wray louking o & mission”

Az such, T.a¥oie can be downright '

appresgive i renching hes gouls, She
radites o controlled eneriy, speaking
with 1he conviction of somenne wio
knorws sl is opht. Yel she 35 reloctant 1o
speak for the record ahoul ber hack-
sroum, her personal life. ar even her
soc. prefornng o shift e luens o ber
work us the community lawyer, a wle
shie says she assmes sven days a week.

T o prefry maeh o all the imc—imned
[ it mdned,” she says. Oo a stroll down
Lo (he local moevic theater il 18 nol
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