Winsted Community Advocate
Demystifies the Legal Process
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Winsred, Com, populacion D1A00, i
evzry e the picture of a guict Litchfizld
Conty e, Buoilt around a mill thut
o agn Fell silenr. Winstad is now dom-
tted By ved Brick toowen hall, a claver-
fike green amd the small stores dotting
Sadn Birecr Rosc Bullivan™s Shoppe
(Tor Ciee logeie)], The Winsted Bontory
and Hilly Raw'z Rar,

Rt oz’ be focled Dy the sleepy
externion Winstad, the histhplace of con-

sunkz: aiad citizens-rights activisl Kalph
Painder; ax Lome oo oone ot the mane g

erlol wsthilurions 1o come daown tac

prhe—The Oifwee of the Conumunity
Lawyer. o pusl -::I_Irl.?;l:i}' hizld hw
Charlene LaVors, The office’s waonk has
Lad an impect beyund the towa Tine,
with other commumnities lanming T
advice, and state legishivors kg oole
of the fvsn’s progressive stisse oo luw
level radipactive waste disposal and

ather envirermental issues. [

Do Madfer

v [emninunlty lawyerf posilion bas
become nhinosl indlstingoishehbe Trin @
checled office,” gripes Winsted layer
YWilliarn MeCuabe I attenipts to conlrol
palicy.”

Since its estahlizhment in Tanuary
LUED by Mader and his sistes, Claire
Mader, tn memery of their lute brother,
Shateek, o Wweless communily orzamizer,
the Winsted Community LawyerS
Andeceate Project by paovidod residents

with a pro bore advocalc 0 address
issues of commusoly wile conserm. [
Determining just what constileles |

CRarnensnl ywide concern, liswsver, Do
calzed some coniroversy o Winsied Al
its ool e coneept ol the communiny
Leeyer 15 o shippery one: The post s
inleied] fo seive e Jlu||'|-||.: illfl.:llﬁ:ﬁ[, It
i endowed by o privae finud with an
potivist apenda, e 5 LG millien Shafeck
Muder Trust For The Cooounily
Enlerusd,

“Ithaak 15 I|_|||g|||*.~,'| _il_l'|'| il e
rlal__'\_-.' |i|'.l-.':-.'¢|_" II.IILI¢I| ||'.I H l:ll-l'.'ﬂrl'." gmuj:- iz
tlecuiling what iz in e community’s
tnteresr,” gaws Wark Swvoaking partner in
Madford's Harding & Swonkin, a formeor
Winaked town atborey who had his shure
gf hatiles @it Lavaiz.

gl standid s o von apply inomak-
ing the Gecasion un whether fo orervenc?
Huw do vou kaow Gl v oe speaking
for the whole communty, ol just oot
or privals mierest ™ e asks,

Svonkin suspecis Ll voless the poesi
ticen 5 publicly funded, tee Cce ol The
Community Lawyer will take ifs cues
e the souwrce of il lunds,

Dy seifying the Process

The Nades agree. That is why, in the
1959 pepurt they connmissioned before
keginning Lhe project, they conclindad
thar communilizs should pocl cesonres
i Diie a community lawyer Lo nuw,
it's an experiment,” says Lavoie. “IL's
not meml o be funded this way forev-
-

The theury diving e Maders” peaject
i5 thal parbcipatory democracy has
devalved inte an “elficiency™ model of
governing, populuted by career politi-
cians and so-called expects versed in the
esnteric  languape of the law.
Cronearrendly, the tssues of the day have
g e complex, and civics classes,
unee mandstory in the pation®s puaklic
schiocls, have all but been eliminatad,
woaking it more ditficwlt fur most citinens
ter understand the workings of govern-
merl.

As oaopesull, the Waders beliewvs, pon-
crnment invelvement by the pluim [olks
who are supposed to be runniog this
democracy has declined, Tess citizen
invalvement meins less govornment
acpnntability, which @ foen devolves
intw 1he sad spectacle of a dizenfran-
chised elecrorate clamoning [ ascount-
ahility, wnd @ government cowsplaining
ahoul the apathy OF the citizenTy,

Lt Maders® saolution: Give the peaple
@ pumenunity lawyer, anowlvocate and
cuucsiur whee can help thern winderstand




