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- Fditerials

Selectnicn to voters: get lost

Lasl week Winsted citizens in town
meeting  overwheimingly rajected
the propesed lown budget. Most of
ihe 2M woters made it clear they
wanted funds restored 1o the educa-
tioen side of the budgetl,

But this Monday night four se
lectien, a bare majority ol the
bosrd, effectively rejected ke vol-
ery' vapdict. Tp make the point
clear, they mot only refused io Te
store: any of the $350.000 in arhoct
[fpriing ihey had.cub Tast "okl
they decided to- funnel somme Unan-
ficipated state funds 1o non-schoal
gecounts instead, The many yoUnE
sepple who attended  last  week's
bt mieeting had a chance 10 see
demuocracy
rools,
counfed™

Mondoy's sclectmen's meeling -
fared Lhe stidents a different leszon,
one calentaled o feed the kind of
ovnivism andd nelplessness thal now
threstben American demoeracy.

CAq iromy in thissituation 1= that
three of ihe four. selectmen wha ve-
jecied the tewn mocln’s Mmessage

in actioh al: the frass.
a5 pitizend stood up lo he

are. men who have repeatedly ap-.
. - -y 5

pedled — often wilh jusiification —
for mmwre open and responsive locul
government.  Waller Miller, - John
{(Goues and Brian Saliivan have now
put {hemselves on the epposite girda
of Ihis izsue, One would hope to hear
a protest o their aclions froe
Copununily Lawyer Charlene "La-
Voie, whose offies 1s dedicatedrs
to making local - goverpinent more
respongivie, Otherwise she rishs con-
firming Hanl Hyan's fear, prpressed
un this page seme weeks age, that
the eomromity’ lawyer's office iz
aligning ilself with ooe palitical fac-
tion in Winsted. !

Il is e thai woters will have'
anulther chanee-at the budgel, this
v in referendum, Thal wowd also.
nave heer the case had a majority of
seleclmen listened 1o the Lown meel-
ing and restored some or all of the
sehoo] funding. 1t i still possible Lo
gel another reading an eilizeng’ pri-
orities. What may Iave heen dosi,
Toweyer, s ane mire bl of citizens’
respect and confidence in some
those they, elected, =



