L.aVoie says she is tool for democracy
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B IMETED — Crmmunity Lavw-
ver Charleme LaVole siiil yester-
doy that peopls who hawve heen
“hgdmantning’” e offies pre b
ally reacting to resicents who
gpeak their minds abonl, ““the un-
pplained  and irresponsibie ac-
sans af gur publie officials.”

Tris statement was pert of 2
kried presentstion she gave b L2
Winehester Taxpiyelts  AsSooia
Hon concerning the role of &
commurity, lawyer in @ towo,
Lavoie has been s highly visible
apdl ceniroversial [ligure in Win-
smpd ginee she became involved in
st flvestorm surroundiog the fir-
I of Town Mansget Faine W,
Diove io kivernsbee. 2

Inyiting LeVeie Lo apesk helore
& people om Sunday wag oo ol
the firsl acdons taken by, Lhe
aroup's TEW pregidint, Selectmnan
Walier D, Miller. He sod she was
lwined  burRuse @ cominunily
lawyer provides Bouess b gas-
croonent, something e 1anayers
aroup i seckivg- a0

0 Wovermber, LaVeis de-
manded more information from,
the: Banre of Selectmen ghoul, the

.

Dhove: fiving, She later prepared a
pelition in protest ol the beard's
aezion, Which was signed by 1R
rissidents, Later her office halped
to pol Winsled residents the rleht
to vote un the firing at a réforen-
dum. Wor all of this, she has ac-
cumlised 8 snave of wluat crities
ge well a5 arlnirers.

Somme hawe heen disrpayed at
what they deseribe ss laVeies

axoessive iofluencs i s pralit-

jeal iesues, But she insiated yod-
tercay that she polds no mere
poveEr  hEh o anyone glse in 2
dopoeratic eyasbems o  ROVETT-
ment, All she haz is “the toul il
perseasion. We ol have [he toos
of persussion.”

 Ahe said that in the cose imwge
g Dove, she nowves
anything. 14 ber words, it was Lhe

panpls who wame to her seching to

tzke aetion sml she wad merely
providing them wilh the maans,
by clurifying Lhe process af filing
pulitiong, speaking aut and gain
ing more seoess to Eoyernment,

The fagpayers assoeisiion e
‘diemee was a kighly sympethetc

one, - Members - appladed  bes
staterients, and sl e poibL,

eOETLLTY.

instigated

pecially
Lavaoic iz & cpiiztanl preseoce sl
- the selectmen’s meetings, “Tho
Cynore yod attend dr watch with
member LeeAnre LeClaire said, UL rmAistenEy, \

a7 |hink we'Te fortunate in having
Charlene,  wery  town (should
nave a pemmunity LOwwerts of-
fice.) Those whe oppose Whis bi-
sicaile oppaze all citizens' rights.
Having Charlene, we kooa what
we can say end do. 3w hal goes
pif Lo her."

Hecondy, LaVaoie has heen ac
cused of peing politicaliy mot-
wated TTesterdsy, Lavuoie suid
thut toa often pesple confuse po-
WEcal action with involyement o
pirsy pelitios, Hhe i Lrvoived in
palilics, like Everyore plae im the
Tus she atecrs elear
of perty politdes,
glve counsel to selectmen, she
=il 1

Che hee taken isane with se-
lpotmen on ome motbers, it al
the next turn she 18Y find horseall
ot pads with a differenl fe2 if
geleclmen, #he =aid, ;

e alse play @ rolé as
walchdog.'' La¥noie said, and 1lizt

5t role for whick the olfice is

prrhaps  most widely known, e=-
in the lpet fow manibs.

the more you under-

and pefuses b
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stand Lhe process,” she 2aid,
 The cormanisy lawper's affice,
antablizhed sod funded by Halph
Mader and his sisler, Claire, haa
omly been in Winsled for abaui
*yiree years, sod a3 the only offiee '
of its kind in the countey..

S But Laveie ssid thal people o
Winsted have been queationing
gowermunent @nd heve been ac
ely Cinvolved in e patitieal
- pracess for huidreds of years, W



