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By ANNE SAUNDERS
Brgliler Cridaen Bupff

. WINSTE When Winsted

mative Halph Nader relessed his

m-deplh study of wwn gavern

ment & vear ago, TER[IEes

.Hnn_mmm TIm R thusisste o oan
Ty, Now, nne ¥esr Laber, iy
‘cilirera eay the dicummens, wish

4 exlensive list of revommends-
‘Lurs, has already been Inrgobien
snd few changes. if any. have
bean conlized a5 ren 1.

At the lirme, mary town ofFcials

_..._um.nqﬂ;_ Em” the repory was -

fair, while challengers for jraliti-
(]| n.u.h_._..... promissd changes The

Teprl became part of CEIED

Theteric rr__ fall o the eleckion

One year

JCopsinued frem page 1

repory’s begaoy liss In the way it
gave legitimazy Lo concerrs thot
puliticians were dismizsing,

Twa vears ago, lust belore the
glide waz _.m_h_n_u..._._ Mader was
gualed as saying the reperl was
needed ._r_..ﬁx.h.,..m parn pffieduls
prer the years have mads too
mapy mistaRes and missed oo
mENY opportumilies , .. and toeen
Lz eager to nol fowvolye cinzens
by act givicg Lhem adequste in
formation and clear procedures

Thaigh  MNader acknowlediges
the Tepurl's m_..,,.c._“.n suzasstong
hizve “_:m. bo ke @mplenented, be

sop g lEsper and maore leng e

rale H_.H The degurernt. .
“1 think it's @oiban peopic

thioking,” Mader zaid recently

fram his Wiashington offics. Owver
{ime, fe eleves lhe report will
buwe an ongolng impect on pubie
brolvement god how fown gov
grerreant fanebions, he siid.

Eovieral of Mader's recmnmen-
dationg would involve rovising the
tewst charter mod & recently
formed  Charter  Reviston Com-
alites b pomsiderice his sugges-

resiliad in maior ti-mover an lhe
Beard of Sales _.: Enard an alms
tatallz new Besrd of Doucation,

M, Just = hieile mare than pna
Fear later, mmany resicen’s znd
fown official: intervicwed wees
kard-proszed to remembes aoy aof
the rocommendadons containad in
ie reporl gnd few people said
hey saw any feai L_u el BE A
Fesdt ol the fmore dap 200 e
deciitenl,

=1 think it's Fke g lob of - Tepar E
:_sL wind up oo the shelf ealleor

g _._:.__:: Seler dAman MNaney Ha-
._..__._ ..._.

Ths
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recact,

foremaily
wu..s.._r.“ wi UWimenesler, Connact-
WLt 'Phe Promise of a8 Seel

Town,” was wrillen E¥ Thumas ..__.
Wathen at lhe behest of Neder.
oedonally kmows corsumer mn_.
Mocals whio Eros up i Winsted,

It took more thos a year for
Kader, Wathen and resesroh sz-
ls Lant Fhilip Dsoust o put
gether irformation from Fleswsma-
Er priicies, inlerviews with town
offivizls ano 780 surveys from
v residents. The reporl. in
additizn to g Wing an overvisw of
the public opicise snd probleme
facing the tewn, crded wilh a liac
of SuEEesCinn for adils LsEing the
cneerns the veport bad identi-
fied,

Mary wern very sprofic, .
lublishing 5 Raard of Fincoee

later, is Winsted’s

Buons alang with oligrs.

The town now hag a cermounity
afdvecete, Jowyer Charlope La-
gie, who provides sssistenco anid
adviee Ly citizens inwvelved in
public-nteres] isstes.

Trizdiv, the pinlic acoess cebie
ipvigion channel i elevisiog
selecomon’s mesdngs. thus mak-
ing it easiar for residents who
cannot gel oot 1 atieod the meet-
jngs In per=on. Selectmen are ol
dizouszing hanging & banner
aoties hain Bueeot fooacvertize
solpotnEn's BT wn meetings,

Thouph ng one arguiss that these
events gre @ positlve step for the
town, same doubt Ukat Te Reder

report acidaliy led to the changes.

Mzrie emeng, chalrman of the
Ciarter Revision Commitise, said
thera had been discussion of oec-
pzzary revisions long telove the
repart ever eame ont, aod meat of
the m.....ml_,...n:gz cantdined in the
repirt had Leen n_,Fcﬁm_u eige-
where al aner Brmes,

:ﬂ_.__.:m.w_.u.lms_..i_Em.nF.EmI_.:
the Bader repert were direzted ol
the WBoard of Selectmen.'' she

gaid, amd this iz where she s

kezle chengse. 1

At the Eme the repart Wes Te
leazed, however, selectmeon fip-
palnted 2o ad hiee coeninibee to
evaluale the report. The comimnit
ter in lurn made rocomimesida-
g based on ook of the report’s|

suggeslions, ten issaec k2 own
repart em the remars, which
print, the issues seem fo have

slowly farled aaray.

“T kind of lost wack af it," said
Frank Welligan, ehaivman of the
gd hoo committes aznd & fomer
paleniInEn.

Habha: could oot recall exactly
whal seiectmen had derse with the
24 hoe eocomiites's reperl. AL
nee Tneeting, wi Went oVer Eomi
of them (auppzstions?, There was
a desire o implement, but oo ao-
Lpn was teken,”’ she said, "I
probavly wueth skl n_m it down

ared sheking the duat off again”
Hihbal zald,
Bt Mavor Jemes A Pedil

dousted thot would lead to any
more changes, "1 m nat sure that
the impems will be there” he
asid. The annnal battie loereate s
town bedpet followed on tne B

s [Nader report: Gathering dust?

sepurzte frem the m_ur A of B
lectmen, arranging oiild eare iu
towan hadl n_E._._m mesdnes and|
_",J{ Ao ol a citizen activisd nes-|
wars e monitor puble cifjeials
Were imang ha s gEestions.

In geperal lorms, the TepOrt's
final sugeescions ecafled far
gresior opatiowess and  arcpcnt-
shiity by publiz affici:l:, eazier
aceest oo infarviadicon for pesi.
dents  and more publieiy  for
meativgs sod refesencnme.

While cridics arc corvert that
aoae of the suzzestions ol fz end
_u_m he fecars MAve achueily hean
implemented, suppor e the
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See OME, page 18




