La¥oie's ronte o law school
wag ullirnalely by way of a ca-
reer o dental hygiene. o her
secpnd vear ol eollege st lhe
Hartlord College for Wiaen, ler
[ather dicd Weeried aboot her
future [papecial scewrily, she
decided e swilch careers,

“Instead of porsuing a literal
arts degres, | decided w learna
skill," she said.

I 1096, Lavnie comploled o
bachalor of scicnce degree in
denlal bygiens, craduating with
lpmare. The skill enabled her to
supporl herseli a5 she kepl up
her educaiion, ¥ith epme frem
feer work as a denlal hyglenist,
she wag able sontinue o stiedy,
earning a masler's degree in
piibble admindstoation,

Coalinuing In dealal bepiene,
she beesime a [aculty maemboer i
the Tniversily of Bridgeport's
dental hypieoe program. Fi-
nafly, in her mid -do0s, her
Uawilits returoed te baw, and
shar eneelled at the Univiasily of
Bridgeporl Sl of Law,

¥l dan't regret the denksd by-
gieme huckgroud,"" ehe said. "IL
enabled me fo- pursue oy edi-
ezt Homal goals. ™

Ewven now she roainlaing oon-
Ll witl heer fovmer profession
a5 5 member ol the aed of
directore of Profossionel Learn
ing Bervices, o fivm that pro-
vides conlinuing coucilion g
grivms for wrorkers in the denbsl
health fieddl 1o thel capacite,
shes sp=aks to dental health pro-
fessionals oo legal issues that
alfeet them.

Lu¥oirr worked in dental hy-
giene ol contioned  too tesch
while alfemding law schaol in the

Prafessiomal afilyzliens:
Eerves oo bosed af directors of
the Conoectieut Civil Lakoerties
Lipian, ineslved with American
Trial  Lawyers Associalion,
Viomen's Trial Lawyers Cau-
American Bar Associalion

AL,
and the Kational Lawwyers
T

Uobbics: eading hiographics,
Eoing L mcerts, Camping arnl
hiking.
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pveings, In 1854, she received
thal long-sought-afice Law  de-
P,

ST always been seeially ac-
tive, stoiully poscions,”™  she
saicd, Mot only did low geve me
a menso 4f enpOEErINEn: n o
wulnan, as 4 porson, 1 alss knaw
I was inlevested in helpiog uther
people feol thal way.™

Shis ahan wanied {0 owark as a
trial lowyes, She took a el o
Ridgelield in 1985 witl the Will-
i M. Laviano law firm, She
arguned diserimanakion, eme
plovment and civil cights cazes,
alusgr with ather bepes ol cases,
i feceral sond /take conris,

Bhe learned asuut the com-
munily Lwyer opening from A0
advartiserment, n the Comowecl-
sl - Lo Tribuoe, - Fhe jof io-
tripued her, and she said she
wish peady for o elhange;

#I like chalienges, [t's brapod
pew, There's not o ok of patiern
here that says; This 15 whal o
cogrnunity advocals s

#“The ehallenge & o develop
ihe positinn. Winstizd is the first
comrounily o ave this kind of
pruject — where o lawyer s
being relained and Goaneed W
gervice the pulic."

La%oie hasa been in Lhe prsl-
tion now for Leo wesks and has
b aizending seleclmen’s and
Zoning musdings fo [earn shoil

See COMMUNKITY, page 1s



