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The calm before the nuclear waste storm

By Charlene LaVoie

Wl METELY
A RECENT ' Bedgisler Citizen
headline encolrages 08 o ey
Lhe wsilm Before fhe oueloar waste
slormm, The federal gorvecnment i
ehifting the burdet of dealing st
fadionelive  waste ko tho stuts,
Clonnecticot must deal with the
radlaoaetive waste gencraled
within it borders by building 2
rafdinactive waste storage facility,
Fitret pulalic opposition i ox-
pected, due td “oistaket [Fijpees-
aions el madioaetivigy,
Radipactive waite prels @
bwp-prong prablem  for Connecd:
juuk: The ficsl fovalves the clfing
pf A iow-level radisactive woste
Elordge site somewhere in Con-
it The federal gmeernment
Terpuires that edch slale provide
for the storape ol lowsléevel ra-
dlgactive waste geocceted within
ite borders, Aoy slale which doeg
et provide for stovage of iks owm
redicactive waste will Le denied
apcess to the lederal duip sites,
due to cloee soon because they are
ull, Connecticut currently ships
Al lowelevel radipactive waste 14
ailh Caroling.
The seeood. is e MNuclear Heg
whilery Commission {NRECT polloy

which deregulates heretofors
regulated radinactire waste and
labels it belos’ regolatery  eon-
carn, or BHC. Thie policy permits
BRC waste to b disposcd of in
the pofid waste stream. Le. land-
(ll= gnd ineinersters. The BRC
policy reduees the amount of Jow-
el cadinpelive wasle pecpiived
ta b oetored Bh bhe slorade sitc
amd inereases Lhe amount of ra-
cigaetive: naleciyl expozed Lo
humsng,

Fadinactive wazte i lasically
comprised of Hhsh-leeel  waske,
sich e the foel eads i & Alche e
riettlor, and lowlevel wasle
which iz ewerything elae, The
feders | government, through such
agencies az lbe WRC, has higtori-
crlly “regulated e loa-love]l Ta-
dinaetive wigle aod other ouclear
acHvity in this counley neluding
the eensing of fudlitics, waste
shirape and aceeplable lovels of
radloactivity for workers, citizens
and the enwvironinenl; o states
have bad oo Iapin inlo e rega-
liation of Tuclear actrity,

Faclng growing atsinls of ra-
dipaetive garhage after scoepal
derades af huclear power and 1he

Lack of safe slorppo o sies,
[ederal povernment bes shiffed
the problem te the states and at
the same lime cenlinoed to pre-
eropd slale regulation of the arei
Copmectienl leghslaless  bove o
trodumeed o bill o probabal BERC in
thiz state, Winsled amd, otles
cntmmnities have already hanned
BRE. BRE waste can be thrown
inlg  Janddilks,  mcirerated, sl
recyaled into eovRomen products,
i addioiom, the policy permits the
nnpestrloted wse of the land and
hiyildings at nuclear veactor sites.

Geeat ploges for eldarly housing

or & children's museoam.

The NRC policy deregulies
previously  vegnlated  ow-level
raclioaelive waste dod calls it he
lowr Fegulatory soneorn. But low-
Peved does not meean low cislc,

A Netione] Beseareh  Cooncil
chady showeed that lovw-lerel radi-
ation 1= lbrew boofour fimes more
CEmcinoEcmic than  previqusly es-
timated. There it e diepute abot
the gurmulative adwerss impact of
radisetivity, Byven lhe NRC sd@e-
kooweladges el she BRO policy
eoiid hEee e effeel of causiop
additional cander deathe,

_u_u._._n.u.

The NRC admis thet it deci-
glon 1a based, ‘in pETE oA B
nomic eensiderations. The nuelear
poter induatry, which hes (g
mmloer reactors in Conmectieut
and generates W percent by viol-
ume of all the lod-level redicge-
tiw: whste, stends te grin’ the
el Froan 1he policy change,

Connscticul's reactors ere
sehiahili=t Lo e dierommissioned
withio the nexl o decades which
means  disasserobling the enlice
power plisnot, ALl of the malerisel
from 4 decsmimissiooed copeloris
radinaciive A will e milher
iogsed inte the lamdiil or siored
forever gl a loswbeved Fadioaoive
waste dump In ower  neighboe
heaad-

The ouclear industry will ssEve
big money &t the taxpayers' ex-
pense. The cost savings to the
induskry, boaever, doea not
bramslate intoo s cost savings for
15 a8 consumers of Enerpy since
wir will pae the costs of storing
the waste n the faeility &nd for
the evealanl environmentad costs
of radiveetive waste dispossd of
in the solid wasle slecaim. This il
sl ”...n_.._:q_....____ﬂ ratdeer Loy Do) e
g,

Yok the neelesr iodogtry: Telent-
Lzl promotes [bo jdes that no-
Clewr energy 15 vloan, safe e
petisive ol effieicol. This posi-
liom is eompdetely  dishomest in
fight of Ihe rodisaoiive  waste
storage. problems aod  expemse,
BliTeRnsus  Feicner and gl
Lraigpert  aeeidenly,  inerepsed
risks B0 hamans fron exposire Lo
ratdhoactiviey and the  rFesultand
cost fa all ol us, enveoanmentally
auwd Tncnreta ey,

Pablle Citizen, the stdle of
Coecticut, 16 other stalcs and
ottwr cilizen groups e g
peting ina lawsuil which echal-
lengee  the HRE policy of e
regulating radionctive waste, The
slales  recngnize thac the BRO
pobiey teades people's Tives and
st envivemment by Javor of the
finanelal intevests of dhe ouclear

izt
i ia dme for cilizeos O 8y
enaagh iz enough - nasclear en-

erey is oot cheap, clenyar safe. Tt
ig eostly and hasardous o uE, our
enviromment, ol flilaee  canera-
tiomnes,
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