America’s Bill of Rights: Unfinished story
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WINETED
THIESLRIAY, Dedembasr 15, Americhns celebrate e méorparation
of the Firsl Ten Amendryents, alsa kaedn: a6 the BT of Bighis, ot he
Uinitad Srates Conatitution, This two hundeesd year sooiversary 18 83
important today 45 wae the aripine] sdopdonin 174

In 190E a0 spoeific. declorativn of rightawas tob included in the
Conatthotian. The Gomstititien specitied whil the gwvernment rauld do
butidich ol spy what the government could ot de. Thees apposest Lo
izt af . righta I tha Eonatii Hlann argued thal il was nonceessacy becanso
governmenl respent for civil Bberfes would fellos automaticalls 232
by-product of the Broited sysiem they had created, with % division of
faovtioms, sepecation of poeers and checks and bBalances. Alesaiwders
Hargilton argied that sice Congress was given g gubborily b s
By the seope of Lz eoumeraled powers, "Why declare that things
ghell oot be dere which there i5 a0 power tn do™

Thee vitizens Boed an oppociinily W examine the sibekinee of
Lromstitution when it went to the states for ratification. Tho gbeenceof &
Bill of Righte became the dommant eriticisin of The Conslitelion a0 e
siate comvenbons. Thomas Jefferson was akey lisure in peradsding
olhers of the-need fora bill of tights. Tle whole sl bicame o of
preqminent statoments Jor o killob rights:* & billof Tights iz what the
peopie argcentitled (00 against evedy goveroiment oo eartl, geoeral or
particular, and whst no just geveroment shoaid refuse, or rest on
inferepe. :

The constitution was .H.w_n._:m.n afy Gl 1T aftert e Fraomners
phedged L add 404l el proteelives. e o Bl of Rights woudd provide.

fupdial Gl

[k aeas ot untii Dec. 13, 175, Lhat e Tast necessare alate ratificstion
wis obbuioed ad the BT ol Ripho beonmee & pael of e Constiaetion.

The Constilution, however, was g deeple fiewed Goomnent depile Hws
ineluzion of the Bill of Righta. Ratificacon of te 1F of Rights merked
el the beglnning wf the ques] for individusi foeedom io te Tinited
Slates, The Constitution did set apply to women; nalive Athericins or
oihvers aod. it Tegitioazed slavery diwd racial discorimination @nd pro-
lected il uofil the Civil War, Todeed, fof 190 ¥ears e mesl notakly
thing about the Bl of Bights was s aimoest tolal laek of implemenia-
ligm, Fiighls were Seclared bt justics was dended.

The Constitubion we eelebrete tedoy. which pusranteea equality
Before The Loy, vequired o eivil war aod vegrs of strugele duriog B
document’s ficst century . Fublic interest groups, such as the Katinnal
Lawwvers Guild and e Amevican Ciwil Liberties Lnbon, arganized in
the Cobstitulion's seeond copiiry (o provice U missing ingrodicnt st
mhade iy eonstitutione] syetere and the Eill of Hiphis fuzily work,
These groiips ex15t to Ternind the Suprenie ot of it isiorie rale and
provide mepning and suwistence te the Bill of Rights by urging and
Fyghtine Tar dndivbdoal viehta inothe aoiets amd thé Tapiataiors:

For Mk vears, boday, and inte the Constituion’s third century the
strugele e fully realioe the principles established fn the Bill of Itighes
coatinnes to beoa moajer theme ot Jife io thiz ¢ountry. Aod many peopls
arolng the Waorld sipfve foeithe Hehts that Amerleans enjoy we must
celebrate the ongoing struggle in this biccntennial year of the Bl of
Highta, realizing that moch vernains to be achievad and protectad.
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