Editorials

Fire inspections 5{15{ 2.

Time for common sense in Winsted

Winsled Selectinen are  putting
themselves — and the town in an
unlenable position on the issoe of fire
imspections, Tappily, there is a way
plit — if they1l take it.

State law reguires that the towmn
iire marshal inspect stroctures for
fire safely violations within 4 sel
time frame. For several years now,
Winsted has not met the state re-
gquirements. Tt doesn’t tax the mind
to recognize  the  implications for
residents’ porsonal safety, for prop-
erky, or for the town’s legul liabialss:

Selectman Walter Miller asked his
polleagues (o direct Fire Marshal
Williarm Fichner Lo cotnply with the
slate regulations by completing all
mandated inspection: by June 30
Bul e molion failed on 2 3 o 3
vole, The reasoning of lhose who
locked passage: not that the in-
spections weren't importani: to putilis
salety, but that Mr. Eichner won't
have tiroe to do the job single-
handed and that the fown budget
carries ne funds [or added help.

Failure to appropriate adeguate
funds (Mr. Miller was among Lhose
who voted for the inadeguate budget
last year,) surely doesn’l lal the
town off Lhe hook in the eyes of the
law. Perhaps more crucially, i
won'l let either the town or select-
meh -off the hook in the sad but [ar
from unthinkable event of a deadly
o epstly fire in an uninspected
butlding. (ther comnmunmities — Mew
liritain i= just one — have recently
sxperienced such disasters,

No money budgeted for muore m-
spection manpower? Belectrnen don't
have to be trapped by thal, if they
really want a way oul of their maps
ally and politically untenable posi-
tion. In ¢ases where public salety is
al. slake, 1he town charter has pro-
¥isions for ocmorgency  appropria-
{inng and transfors of mnds.

Right now the whole situation bas
nasty political overtones. A comnion
sense approach by a Bourd of Se
lectrnen united on the basis of publie
safety would serve the interests of
those who elecied Tham.



