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By Churlene LaYaoic

Thz Charter ol the Town of Winchesler
QULlngs cur riphis as cifizens of this community
Just as the State and the Fedoral Constitutions
outline ats richts as citizens of Connecliout and
the Unzted States. Confusion over tae rights of
Winchester citiesns hay arisen inthe contextal The
Aanual Town Bodget Meeiing. Perhaps we mav
better undecsiamd our '1".1h1-' undar the charter by

Eeference m (wo focent town issaes. Firs:, the
ermua)l budgsr:
Under the Charter the Board ol Sielecimen

prepares snd prassits the lwn side of the annal
budget. The Boanl of Educatlon prepures anid
presenls Iha cducatian sude ol the budest, The
Foard of S2lectznen then hay the averall |'3-,l~-~r|-i1'-
Dility to review and present the entire propescd

budget totha cifizens. Finally, al the Annmal Tewn
Rudaet Maeling the slectors have the power Lo
accept or mepect the Board of Sefeciman's pra

prsel budgat. This procedune gives citizens the
opportanly b challenge decizsions and express
their will, a process which has boen repearedly
crploved i Winchesior,

On May 4, 1992, the Town Meeting vorod
tiz regect the Board of Selecimen's proposad bud-
ect. Charter section 1108 states that i (he hudged
15 nol sdopred thc selectrren “shall resubaue an
annual budpet. .. Aprec or disazres, the L_Tl.':LrIL,'.r
does ol requare the Selectnen W consider th
inprit of the Town Meeting. On May 11, 1942, tI:E
Sclectmen vowed 4-3 1o submil essenizally the
sarme bucheer. This dics not mean, however, that
ithe peopic are withour 1ecourss.

Cliizensnzy vore onthe buggsratanatier
Town Meeang or, under state law.
g the Tower Meeling: G wrefzrendoum, Fither

e .'i.
roe b

pelition.

wy. e peaple have the Inal word, My ef
provesdeclinformation o che petitien process bot
ta ciiizens who appose the proposed budset an:
thase who suppom ir,

This is a perfest examole of the power of
e citizany i the Town Mesiing/Selzetmen formm
Tha Charter clearly outiinss a
proccdurs which places te Doal authioriiy To- the

al sEuyerninsnt,

Citizens Have Remurae in Budget Debate

________1he Winsted Volce

adoplion af a budget with the people, Citizans
may remrn the proposed budast to the Boar
Selecimen rime after time until the board aceopts
tac will of the peeple, Proczedural cacourse in the
Pudgel pricess s built into the charier. This pna-
ongs should encossaps citizens r flax theirdamo

Cratie muscles and persuzasively arcue w buld
sippart ‘rom thzir pesitian.

Asecand wwn evene presants the opposite
sibialivon, Crilren reaction to the distissa ol fammer
rownmansger Wayee Dove wasignored god these
wiknothing that cibzens could de o slfect chunge.

I'hz Dove igsue was created by the Roard
of selectmen when they dismissed the town 1maa-
wgree without toason. This violaied Seclion 561 of
removal of the chureer whech requires the select
men Lo stabe the reasons for cemeval of the wwn
managar. It was, therefors, the duty of citizens amid
the Conunumly Lawyer to obizct 62 the chacmr
vidlulion.

d:of

L the Dove mriater chers wis na mecha
or for citizens to challenge the
vialation of proceduze, The will ol the people was
ignorad and citizens had no procedural rocourss.

Tr oth examples, the proper focus of the
COMMILITY Iwyer 5 on procedurs. A dherenoe o
procedurs maintains scconntability of public offi
cials and reduces citiven distnust and cynicism,
‘The pulilic :lmhrgm benafits when the focus of
discussiom remains o procedare rether than oo
baseless accusations and uminfommed thotoriz,

Linvite soyore with |;,'=|_'|,3‘1'|:hl1= alyout ciri
zen cights ander sho charer and
COnla st me,

pisn i the chart
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== —

Cnartene LaVide Is the Compusiire Lowver




