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Utlllty should look hard at altern&twea

Connecticat Light & Power would
be crazy bo try loreing through its
proposed new 27 500-voll. power line
over the ohjections of Winsted
selectmen and residents, RHobert
Dobson, CL&P districl muanager,
acknowledged that facl during Mon-
day nighl’s sele¢imen's meeting. The
ufility will ook fimst al-allernatives,
he said, for immproving service reli-
ability in the. northern Winsted.
Riverion area,

In that connection, columnpist (and
former legislalor) Joel (ordes’s
suggestion, made on loday's op ed
page, seens Fenerally sound. Before
plowing money inko new lines which
not only raise heallh risk fears but
drive up CL&P eosts — and rates —
in general, it surcly rmoakes sense Lo
look vrey hard at conservalion and
load management strategics which
could possibly meet customer needs
without new construction.

The Winsted Community Lawyer's
office and selectmen have plaved
useful roles in alerting the public
and -pulling CL&P on nolice, Area

reswlents must noew hope that others -
rllhE .
Department of Public Ulility. Con- |

show similar responsiveness,

Lrod, for example, 15 in a position to
ingist that the utility forus more of

ils effurls — and inveslment — on
conservalion,

Lo Bio-Gen conlroversy that Lhey™
are nol lolally deaf Lo wn:,ern:: UE

ke public,
That, in turn, puts il up Lo 1}14:-543.-

DPUC commissioners :_"
sepmed (0 show during the Torring-
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PI{-'HE':‘] {o represent people. in {hese J

“toewns and those secking such ﬂHu:c

this fall, People will he Jooking Lo
them 1o make the TYPUC .a'..'l.{m,f_': ::ni'
thoir conecrnsg.

One need not paint CLE&F as I:he
villain hore to soo the need for po blic *

pressure. The company has indeed *
mvested effectively in many energy

COmSErvHLI0n 1i=rujresr.l.5 nyer rEL-?lJT
yvears. Tt has tried to work with local
officials to case concerng such as

|hat now heard in Winsted. It ‘doesn’t

hurt,
[resh encuumgemﬁnt along L]lE'.‘:fE"

lines.

however, to give CL&P some
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