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Winsted government becoming Mmore open

10 his Moy 2 lotter Lo the edifor, M, Gouthier
qtates thot he was unable 1o ghitain & copy of the
proposed budget from Lhe town elerk®™ offiee arnd
alpitna. this ndicates lack of ppemme:s of lncal -
BT

The Winohester Charter requires fhat Fuificient
eoples of the budget be availabbe for dlstribtion n
thi affiecs of the town clerk and the tuwiy TOAIEEET
“ab it 15 days prior to e aniitel Txm meetlng,

This obfice dld not recclve patnploints form any-
pme,. including Mr. iz puthier, rogarding the avail
ahility of the budget. In chacking on Mr, Gouthier's
enipplatist afler reading his Ieiter to the ediver, 1
dizpny ered that Tawm Flanager Davdd Meynard had
rapies of the budget, B well az a svnapsis of i,
available for digtribution, a5 doss acting Town
Aanager Puaul Vayer, The plerk did not have
eapies for dislibativn at thaat tirme, bul he does o,

All citizons are encisraged o sontact this office,
and miany have, when public efficials refuse to
privide iefarmition Lo ariich they: arc esitttied by the
charker or the Frosdom of Informaation Sk,

pir Gouthiss's seeond woneere ie Ihat Detaocraks
are planniig Lo eawsus belore Foard nf Gakecimen
meriings, The Freedom of Tnfarmoakion At defined a
~narting! 43 any gathering ol a giptram nl 3 pabilhe:
ey Loodiscas o ael upon bl matters. The
aplt exemiits  [ram {hka dufinibion & agueas of
memthers of a single political party even when ihe
roershers conslitne o quena of s pablic agency.

The law perimits mermbers o pulitical: parkics o
gather ad dicUss puiblie baeues dn private i L
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eolbed & oabcns, Ib should pot furprlse anFone,
peprcially BIr. Guithier, that beth the Demacrals
s the Repablicans caicls {iv disuies paslic I55ULS,
The caneus excopbon 1o the Freadam ol Infoemation
Ack k3 groubling fof citlzens who ek opet govert-
ment and accountability; the polentinl for abuse is
£l [-videns, This situation reguires all ¢lozens ko e
vigilant s they wers 1 the recenl paet with fhe
presipus Buard of Scleckmet.

Fanally, B Fouthier's apiniol that local pov-
et facks openress 18 retated by evidence Lo the
cuitoasy, TMore olfizens, frelyding  FoUEZer eikirets,
arc familiar with the Preedom of Toformation Act,
i some v osed 3.

iore citeens e aware of the charter amd AN
ofits peovizipng. Many o sitizens now regolarly
viear mestings of b eelectmen and the Toant of
Fducating Lhanks B Blmd River TV, the pulaic
aecesd pable  atALIND. There dre fedar coeelitive
grezipna aml more axplanations of paiblic
i5Ems.

Those ciamples peflect Bn inereased  intereat in
sl nnderetanding of the workings of lwcal goveEn-
beienl which Liikd citieen confidencs. Citlpens who
o honw Lhedr biscal gonrnment works koow e b
packicipate in the (IoCEds, Linw what 1o expect of
dleeir  pubbid olficigls, ke how 10 holed - therm - AL
outitable, kisw what to Jemand tor their tax dol-
tare and are alerl to recopnize when ppen gEveris
ment i updermined,
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