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In Winsted, the important ‘issuc is privacy

In the swiki: of Watergale, gevernment o fofled
ach of e pubhe trogd, Amecicaons soalzed that
theae dn powsr waudd da ehxthing including Lreak
the law, viulate the rights of albere and Iguaes Sasie
ol ol derency io achicve el own, ngrrow
il

Fecent evenls in ‘he Winsled cleetisn o
rerrbivis eitirens of these ronl zations.

A privata caonversalion between e individuals
wag gecretly lupe revorded. Lsing this fzpe recanl
g, arwy candidate heealened that i pws othor
cindidates dif il wilhdraw from the eompaign he
wiahl make puilic the conlerts of the tapr, A
peleal party chaivrman oined o the hesleria and
calied fior the withdrawal of the dwo candidares
Basad upon an interprelation of the conlem of the
conversation which, he said "ur|.;|.-_-|_-:1_-|_i;|-|__g.j_" Lne:
party. Anather member of G tesn cormniilens said
Lhe gperaimers o e Lapee betvavad'™ Lhe pury,

(R

submonuent discessica centinues to Deas on (e
carilenl of the cooveeaiipr,

The amal graup whe hesnl the tope espressid
olurade al the content. ANl this noize distrocks eur
etrention froem e gignificant issiee fhe zacret in
terceplion end interteraae: with private converzsa-
Ligns, the violaton of Lhe privace of cilzens and the
threatened wse o0 kis aped privele ronversatian n
gann pualiniel adyanea g

Toe Jegality ol the act of gecsstle lupe recording
carversations Wil be delevrncned oy a qourt o Ly,
But regardless ol whether it s el or illegal, the
quastiun remaing e us o answer as citbeens, gs
Armerizans, Lowhelher it iz right,

Eve #oadioee hus some bowndiery o Geflie Lrus
publiz frarn the privase,

Armorican citizems <fill belisve thatl there are le
gitmale expesialions of privicy o be protected,
rendardless of whether 1he (pw has caugld upg e
technalog,

There are soe Lings (hat ars sy sharmebul
Tou aave probishle had tha expericres of overlsar
g a cenversabien ol o oresteurant; e hearing an

enciinler boiween lws people thas rmade vau feol
einbirrazsed, ax if you wors wWilniessing sornething
Frr shoaulda't b withiessing,

This & an Smportant reactian witich demonsoins
that aur sociely w6l Las beundacies When thise
boursdurics are ipnered, il clears (ke way for jndi-
viduale ta mongider it appropeiste to Opisraie  ax
Ehuagh the only thing (hat sealtored wax their pwen
politicil abjoctives

Thosr: whee inicreepted and intecfored wicl: L
UOMIANicElion must feel seom: degree of shame.
They wre net prelesiming thal they performed an st
i the public geed, rather they insisl on Al ity
Thuze who vsed Do tape fo Lslimidate amd b resten
athers must abie (ool 8 degree of sl Thav are
aul priclaiming Lhat they perfarmusd an acr in the
publie pogd, ratler Lhey insisl on anonyeisy, Thewe
wiha used the tage o dinthinidate and thresten wibesrs
mest alzg leel o degree of chame. The rofusal Ll Lot
e pusli:, ur even those envolved, hear Lhe Fapm
revalig this

IL e the citizenry thar has been lictrayed, ool g
political perty. This Lrpe of activite 3572 budy hlow t
deiperaey, i s profoundly anti-demorralic, Ao
eang cherich thelr privacy aml expect i to be
Tespected, It b= puerl of our historical moobse the
privite gphere s one of the preatesl crestions of
Weostern bislory and poiilics,

Lenneracy is an achieverent that reguires DL
Ing effort b keep it vital, There is nothing penlle
about dermocratic argument. 1Mol we rejest
thisie whe attespl So nbeenivdate, coere, silence @i
budly thenugh enti-demoeratic asts and threals Cit-
Izenis <fn not lave Ly talerate inappropriate hehay o
in the public sphere. We can say “sliarme an vea® L
Ihose i would Break s fundamental tensnl of s
fres saciety, Aml we oan eartainly not vale fer hose
win Invade (ke oprivocy of otleras and threaten
pesghe fo the pursuil of a political geal, The ends da
rut jestif the means.
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